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beyond question that if the Patna Council was a fair
specimen of the rest, the Provincial Councils, considered
as Courts of Justice, were absolutely worthless and that
no system for the administration of justice which deserved
the name existed at that time out of Calcutta. Some of
these points are of general interest.

The report made by the Cazi and Muftis shows that
those who made it had not the most elementary notions
of what is required for the investigation of matters of
fact. It does not appear that they held any proceedings
in the nature of a trial. They ascertained the most
important facts in the case by statements made in casual
conversation, not even upon oath, and l in some instances
by writing notes to which verbal answers were sent back
by the persons regarded as witnesses. Impey observed
with justice that they accepted the bare statement of the
plaintiff Behader Beg as proof of his claim, because it " ap-
" peared clear and explicit " without having any evidence
at all about it. The report indeed betrays such an absolute
unconsciousness of what we should regard as the plainest
dictates of common sense on the subject of evidence as to
give me an impression of innocence and good faith.

That the Patna Council was guilty of a gross desertion
of duty in this case is proved by a letter addressed to
them by Warren Hastings, who certainly had no leaning
to the Supreme Court in this matter. He 2says, "I
" cannot but take notice of great irregularity in the pro-
" ceedings of the law officers, whose business was solely

1  E.g.,ec Notes were thus sent by as to Syud Ahmed, Mir Amir 0 Dien,
and Malcolm.    The bearer of the first returned with a verbal answer from
Mir Amir 0 Dien acquainting us that lie did not affix his seal to the
papers alleged to."

2  Hastings to Council at Patna, 12th January,  1778 ; Patna App.
No. 7.